1.1. Diagnostic testing of grammar tenses.

1.1.1. Choose the more relevant  variant by underlining it.
1. Pity they still prefer/are preferring manpower to machines. 

2. Come/step aside, please. 

3. What is/does Dalai Lama look like?

4. What does/would Abdul do for the living? 

5. Little Abraham does/doesn’t love cherries so much!  

6. How come/comes Thomas doesn’t say hello. 

7. Aren’t/Don’t these hamsters look pretty? 

8. These children soldiers can’t neither/either study or work.  

9. Each of you is/are equally guilty of what has happened. 

10. Derek is crazy/insane about collecting old wine bottles. 

11. I am not stepping/am not on your toe. 

12. My uncle visits/is visiting us next Easter. 

13. Old Timothy is always leaving/always leaves things behind. 

14. My sister and I are/am sharing the inheritance. 

15. The glass case contains/is containing some relics from the Stone Age. 

16. I regret saying/to say that there will be no other chance for our talks. 

17. Duty calls/is calling!

18. In times immemorial this river flowed/flew to the North. 

19. It looks as if your friend Roger has eaten/ate too much. 

20. How long has Hilton been/being in solitary confinement for? 

1.1.2. Complete the sentences by choosing from the variants given. 

1. ______ the door on your way out!

a/close                  b/open                  c/slam                  d/unlock

2. Opium production  has _______ record high in Afghanistan this year. 

a/broken               b/hit                      c/risen                  d/raised   

3. Ouch! A snake has _______ me in the leg!

a/beaten                b/beat                   c/bit                     d/bitten 

4. It’s late October and all the birds have _______ to the south. 

a/flied                   b/flowed              c/flew                  d/flown

5. After cleaning your jewelry has ______ so brightly like new. 

a/shined                b/shun                 c/shone                d/shown 

6. The pipeline has not _______. There is no leakage and the situation is normal. 

a/burst                   b/explode           c/broke                d/fixed 

7. Researchers of AIDS have ________ thousands of experiments. 

a/carried  down     b/carried out       c/carried over     d/carried off   

8. Why haven’t you _______ up your parents yet?  

a/written                b/called               c/phoned           d/rang  

9. We all can see that the lesson has _______ him right. 

a/done                   b/served               c/made              d/surfed  

10. The stranger has  ________ here unconscious for about an hour. 

a/been lying   b/been laying  c/lain           d/laid 

11. For how long have the two nations ________  each other? 

a/fought with  b/been fighting with c/fought against d/been fighting against

12. Someone has _______ my cola. The bottle is open and it is not full. 

a/drunk           b/been drinking        c/emptied           d/been emptying 

13. The colleagues have ________  for a long period to remove David from office.

a/conspired     b/been conspired      c/been plotted    d/been conspiring 

14. My neighbor has _________ at my door again. Such a strange person!

a/eavesdropped  b/been eavesdropping c/listened     d/been listening 

15. The trapped miners have ________ help for hours. Now they are safe. 

a/awaited       b/been awaiting        c/waited      d/been waiting 

16. Despite the cordon, a handful of hooligans ______ to sift through. 

a/managed     b/succeeded             c/achieved   d/was successful 

17. The nation _______ as  a superpower after the Second World War. 

a/has come     b/appeared               c/emerged           d/raised

18. Al Jazeera  _______ a gruesome footage of executing another hostage. 

a/broadcast     b/broadcasted         c/shown               d/translated 

19. After the graduation banquet the students _______ the town red. 

a/made            b/posted                 c/decorated         d/painted

20. This talented manager virtually _______ the business from rags to riches. 

a/brought        b/took                      c/saw                   d/made

1.1.3. Rewrite the sentences using the given words, changing the word form if necessary and leaving the meaning of the sentence intact. 

1. At first nobody knew anything but then by word of mouth the news spread. (Nothing). 

2. Did anybody see the ambassador at the diplomatic rout?  (Be). 

3. Police spokesman said Ali was to blame for the attack. (Accusation).
4. Indian archeologists made a discovery of an ancient city in the jungles. (Earth). 

5. After the explosion nobody said they were responsible. (Claim).
6. It was very painful for Nina to hear all the accusations. (Hurt).
7. Perhaps this fanatical cleric was a great sinner in his youth. (Sin).
8. Thanks to the guide we saw all the finest sites of Vienna. (Show).
9. As usual Jack agreed to my proposals but did nothing. (Pay). 

10. The weather has been very hot here in Greece for quite a time. (Experience). 

11. We changed the address to live by the sea. (House). 
12. When I met Tom he was homeless in Manchester. (Rough). 

13. On the farm the children used to rise at 9 and drink fresh milk. (Will). 

14. Jessica was getting sleepy by the minute when the wind slammed the window.  

(Begin). 

15. The tutor sent Mark to the group that studied beginner Japanese. (Place).
16, Greg did not write to Craig. (Hear). 

17. Scanty land on the island did not allow for a bigger population. (Sustain). 
18. Keep your money and documents with you all the time. (Hold). 

19. Who has spread rumors about Angela? (Word). 

20. The USA withdrew troops from Vietnam after years of war. (Withdrawal). 

1.1.4. Read the following sentences, underline the erroneous parts and write corrections made in the space provided. Mark error free sentences with √.  The first two lines have been done for you. 

1
The House of Windsor was the official name of the current Royal House
is

2
of the UK. Queen Victoria’s son Edward VII and his son George V  
√
3
reigned as a member of different houses that had a German reference. 


4.
High patriotic sentiments while World War I prompted the royal family


5
to think of a more English-sounding version. In 1917 George V 


6
claimed that all descendents of Queen Victoria shall be members of 


7
the House of Windsor. The name had a long association with English


8
Royalty through the town of Windsor and Windsor Castle. In 1960


9
Queen Elisabeth confirm that she and her descendants will be known


10
as the House and family of Windsor. Future monarchs will have rights


11
to change the dynasty name by royal proclamation if they chose to do


12
so. This dynasty has already saw many changes. King George V began


13
his reign in 1910 as the king of the UK and Ireland. The Irish Free State 


14
left the UK in 1922 but the actual name of the kingdom did not changed


15
until 1927. Previously he had been the monarch of many a state together


16
until the situation changed. Some of the former royal realms abolishing 


17
the monarchy.  Until 1947 the king was also Emperor of India. Since 


18
1949 the Head of the House of Windsor also plays a role of Head of 

19  the Commonwealth of Nations. The House of Windsor will existed


20
until a future monarch or the people made a new proclamation. 


1.1.5. Complete the gaps in the following text by using words from the list in the appropriate grammar form and tense (be, description,  make, beginning, birth, coming, retirement, writing, capitulation, decision, settlement, acceptance, becoming,  winning, bring, star, achievement, draw, live, appearance). Some words can be used more than once.  

Future legendary film star Elizabeth Taylor (…1…) in England in 1929 into an American family. Both of her parents (…2…) from Kansas. Her father was an art dealer and her mother (…3…) from stage by that time. Journalists (…4…) that Taylor’s father )…5…) a weak figure and had always (…6…) to her mother. At the age of three, Elizabeth (…7…) taking ballet lessons. Soon after the beginning of World War II, her parents (…8…) to return to the USA to avoid hostilities. They (…9…) in LA, California where their relatives (…10…) at the time. Elizabeth (…11…) in her first motion picture at the age of nine. It (…12…) favorable attention and she soon (…13…) child star status. The films in which she (…14…) were usually a smashing success and (…15…) millions of US dollars to the box-office. In 1960 Taylor (…16…) the Academy Award for Best Actress in a leading role. In 1963 she (…17…) the highest paid movie star when she (…18…) one million US dollars for the role of Cleopatra. During the filming of Cleopatra she (…19…) an affair with her future husband Richard Burton – one of her seven husbands. Elizabeth also acted on the stage. She (…20…) her Broadway and West End debuts in 1982. Once her mother asked Elizabeth what moment in her life she (…21…) as gorgeous. Elizabeth answered that her gorgeous moment (…22…) yet ahead. 

