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Introduction
Watching TV nowadays is one of the most favourite pastimes of Russian people. They prefer  light humorous serial without murder and violence, but hardly ever people know that these programs are called sitcoms.
So the object of the research is sitcoms in different countries.
The subject of the research is the mutual connection if this genre in different countries.
The hypothesis of our project: there is future for sitcoms in our country.
The aim of our project is to find out if there is any future for sitcoms in our country.
The tasks of our project are:
1. To find out general facts about sitcoms.
2. To cover the history of it.
3. To compare sitcoms in different countries.

The methods of our project are:  
1. Studying  sitcoms in different countries.
2. Opinion poll of adults and children. 






GENERAL FACTS ABOUT SITCOM.
A situation comedy or  a sitcom  is a variety of radio and television comedy programs.  [2:10]
There are five main peculiarities of sitcoms. They are:
1. Time format. It  is generally  20—30 minutes, including titles and advertising (if it is).
2. Off screen laugh.
3. Permanent place of action (it is usually an apartment or a room).
4. Permanent characters  (they are usually at least four).
5. Plot  based on misunderstandings,  oversights,  silly moments in our life, incomprehensibility. 
THE HISTORY OF SITCOMS.
Originally sitcoms appeared on the radio in the USA in 1920-s. The first sitcom «Sam and Henry» people began to listen to in 1926 in Chicago. Then  sitcoms were filmed in front of the audience in the studio. As some of the scenes were shot on a double, people could not laugh at the same joke many times. So the engineer Charlie Douglas suggested a way out. He created a “machine laughter”. [1:50]
By the end of the 20-th century sitcom genre has become popular in different countries.
SITCOMS IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.
India.
For example, Sitcoms in India became very popular in the middle of 1980-s. One of the most interesting  shows in the country is considered «Sarabhai vs Sarabhai» 2005.
Great Britain.
The United Kingdom released to the international market many sitcoms. They often have elements of  black humor. Their famous sitcom is «Jam and Jerusalem». 
The USA.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The history of American sitcoms began in 1947. [4:38]  The most famous American sitcoms are «I love Lucy», "The Cosby Show".
Russia.
   Sitcoms are  very popular in Russia nowadays. The first one was «Strawberry Cafe» in 1996. But in 2004 one of the popular sitcoms «My fair nanny» came out, later there was «Daddy`s  daughters», «Voronins»  and others. 
SITCOMS ARE ALIKE IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.
Russian directors of sitcoms borrow themes from their Western colleagues. [7]   For example:
1. In 1999 Columbia «Ugly Betty» sitcom came out,   soon 6 years later  in Russia there was a sitcom «Don’t be born beautiful».
2.  In 1993 in the USA there was a premiere  of sitcom «The Nanny», and  11 years later in Russia there was a premiere of sitcom «My fair nanny» with Anastasia Zavorotnyuk. 
3. In 1996 in the USA sitcom  «Everybody loves Raymond» went out  and 14 years later sitcom «Voronins» came out in Russia. 
To achieve the goal of our project to understand  whether there is any future for the sitcom in Russia, we worked out a questionnaire.  The questions were:
1. Do you know  what sitcom is?
2. What sitcoms do you watch in your spare time (or did you watch)?
3. What is your favorite sitcom?
4. What would you like to see a new sitcom about (what plot with)?
 We interviewed two categories of people: adults and children.



Having analyzed the results of the questionnaire we have found out that only 19 percent of  adults and 12 percent of  children know what sitcom is. 
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Both categories of people watch “Interns” and “University”, but the most popular sitcom among adults is «Voronins», and «Molodezhka» is among children.
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Figure 4.
The most favourite sitcom among adults is «Interns», and «Molodezhka» is among children.
Both children and adults express the desire to go on watching sitcoms further. 
Children want to see a new seasons of  «Interns», «University», and also new sitcoms about school, desert island. Also they want the creators of sitcoms to make them humorous and funny.
Adults want to see sitcoms about trips, family, job, love, modern life and sport.
THE CONCLUSION.
To sum up all the having facts we can affirm that sitcoms in different countries have much in common. They are very popular, people watched, watch and will watch sitcoms. It means that this kind of cinematography definitely has the future. So our hypothesis was confirmed.
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