BRONZE AND STONE CATS

The cat is a favourite pet and a friend of man for many centuries. Around the world there are monuments to some famous canines and felines. 


Town sculptures are very popular nowadays.  If you travel around the world, you may run into interesting-looking cat statues.


I invite you to a virtual world tour. During the tour you can meet very famous and less famous cat sculptures. 


  We’ll begin our tour with Europe. The first stop is in the Ukraine. 

Kyiv, the capital of the Ukraine, has many landmarks.  The bronze cat sculpture by Bogdan Mazur is one of the popular sights of Kyiv. The cat’s name is Pantyusha. Pantyusha was a local restaurant’s pet that died during the fire. People believe that if they stroke Pantyusha’s head they will be lucky. The Kyivans often have a rest in a beautiful Zolotovoritsky Park.   There are  two cat sculptures there. One of them is made of wood, but the other is unique. The artists used white plastic forks as a material to create such an unusual cat. 

Let’s move to  Central Europe. 

Geneva, Switzerland, is the home of a wonderful composition with children. One of the boys is carefully holding the kitten sitting on his shoulder. Belgium is not far from Switzerland. You can go to Brussels by bike and meet a sporty cat on the bicycle. The French sculptor said: “I’ve chosen the cat as an animal that a man will never understand, and the bike as a common town object”.

Cat sculptures can be found also in Northern Europe.

In Finland, the kitten is climbing the steps of knowledge beginning with the ABC. The Swedish cat ‘is walking by himself’. But, perhaps, it’s a she-cat that is hurrying to her family. Besides, fat bossy cats live in the square near the Bank. 

Great Britain represents Western Europe. The British were the first who let cat in their houses. They care of them, but don’t let cats walk freely. 

The Irish are also cat-lovers. Some cat statues are placed in the park of Belfast.  One of them dreams near the fountain, another sits in the shadow of the trees and looks quite shy. 

It’s rather wet and windy on the British Isles, so I invite you to visit sunny Spain. The big black bulbous cat sits in the Rumbla de Raval Street in Barcelona.   Kids love to scramble its legs, and others use it as a meeting point.   

Now we leave Europe and move to Asia.

Israel is the country with a hot climate. The cat with a bent back looks sun-burnt and hungry. These bronze man and cat live in the town of Haifa, Israel.  Turkey lies both in Europe and Asia and is famous for a special breed of white fluffy cats. Two friendly snow-white cats welcome tourists to the town of Van.

Japan is number one to visit. Here and there you can see big figures of “Maneki-Neko”, or Fortune Cats. They are believed to bring luck. The left paw of the cat attracts guests, and the right paw attracts money and luck. Japan is the only country that put up a monument to the black cat, a hero of lots of bad and good signs.  
Malaysia is situated not very far from Japan. The city of Kuching has a lot of cat sculptures. The name of the city means ‘cat’.  Metal cats of the city park are especially popular. 

We can’t miss Thailand. Tourists like to take pictures of the cat family and a surprising composition depicting a mouse talking to a cat.

We say ‘good-bye’ to Asia and go to North America.

The USA is the home place of many cat sculptures. You can admire the Buddhist cat, fat cats in Brown and Boston, cute compositions symbolizing friendship of cats and people, impressive cats from Virginia… 
If you drive from Los Gatos to Santa Cruz (California), you’ll see the statues of two cats on the right. The famous cat sculptures, Leo and Leona, guard a private territory. They say, most of the time, cats sit still, but, on moonless nights, they leave their seats and HUNT!   
It’s time to return to Russia.   Both European and Asian parts of the country are proud of having wise, funny and cute cat sculptures. There are cat statues in Kaliningrad and Krasnoyarsk, Smolensk and Vladivostok, Kazan and Nizhny Novgorod, Voronezh and Barnaul, Ramenskoye near Moscow, and many other places. 

There are, certainly, cat statues in Moscow and St. Petersburg.   The most famous cat sculpture is in Maryina Roshtcha district. The well-known book characters, Koroviev and Cat Begemot, are sitting on the bench.

St. Petersburg has still more cat statues. Yelisey and Vasilisa remind people about the cats that saved the city from rats in 1942. One of the oldest stone cats is a hundred years old. The youngest cat sculpture was opened in 2005 and was given a unique name ‘Tishina Matroskina’.

Our tour comes to an end. I hope there will be a cat sculpture in Cheboksary too. Then we’ll be able to touch it for luck, make a date near it, or take a picture with this symbol of home and comfort.
