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day, while walking in his garden, he saw an elderly satyr asleey
among the flowers. Taking pity on him, King Midas let him gq
without punishment. When the god Dionysus heard about it, hg
rewarded King Midas by granting him one wish. The king thought
for only a second and then said: “l wish for everything | touch to
turn to gold.” And so it was.

The beautiful flowers in his garden turned toward the sun for
light, but when Midas touched them, they stood hard and gold.
The king grew hungry and thin, because each time he tried to
eat, he found that his meal was gold. His lovely daughter, at his
loving touch, turned to gold. His water, his bed, his clothes, his
friends, and the whole palace was gold.

King Midas saw that soon his whole kingdom would turn to gold
unless he did something right away. He asked Dionysus to take
back his golden touch. Because the king was ashamed and very
sad, Dionysus took pity on him and fulfilled his request. Instantly,
King Midas was poorer, but richer, he felt, in the things that really
count.

1. Midas was a good king for his country.
2. King Midas followed the rule: First think, then do!
3. Dionysus rewarded King Midas
for his kindness to the elderly person.
Dionysus’s reward was gold.
It took King Midas hours to think of his wish.
King Midas turned all his servants to gold.
Midas was happy to eat from gold plates.
King Midas loved his daughter so much
that he gave her all gold in the kingdom.
At first Dionysus was angry with Midas and
didn’t want to turn everything back by his request.
10. At the end King Midas felt happy
though he had lost wealth.
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GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

5. Read the text and fill in the gaps with the proper grammat-
ical form of the capitalised words.

Time with Grandpa
Ben (1) outof bedassoonasthe(2) __ JUMP/ONE
ray of sunshine peeped through his window. He
(3) his backpack from his closet and TAKE
(4) it on the floor. Ben put in some of OPEN
(5) favorite things to take with (6) ___ on HE(2)

his trip to visit Grandpa. He put in a book on

(7) ____ forts,abookon(8)__ go-carts,and BUILD/MAKE
a new book he had gotten from the library about a

kid detective. He also put in a model car kit and his

(9) bear. He (10) _ ready to go! STUFF/BE
(11) to visit his grandfather for a week by GO
himself was Ben’s favourite part of summer holi-

days. Grandpa (12) ___ himfishing and to base- TAKE

ball games. Grandpa also (13) __ Ben how to TEACH

fix things around the house. Ben’s mom stuck her

head in his bedroom door. “Grandpa’s here,” she

(14) with a smile. Ben grabbed his back- SAY
pack and (15) into the kitchen where RUN
Grandpa (16) . “Ready, big guy?” asked WAIT

Grandpa. “Or (17) you to eat breakfast be- WANT
fore we leave?”
“Ready,” said Ben. “We can eat (18) 1” LATE

6. Read the text and fill in the gaps transforming the capital-
ized words.

The Apple Tree
Retold from the Aesop’s Fables
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There was an old apple tree in a (1) 's gar- FARM
den. It was so old that it had stopped bearing fruit

a long time ago. It only served as a home to the

birds, grasshoppers and squirrelsinthe (2) ___ . NEIGHBOUH
One day, the farmer decided to cut the tree

down. He felt it had become (3) COMPLET:
(4) . S0, he took a sharp axe in his hand USE

and struck at the roots of the tree. At once there

was great (5) among the grasshoppers, DISTURB
the birds and the squirrels in the tree. They came

out of their homes and begged the farmer

“Please sir! Spare this tree’s life. It is our only

home.” But the farmer didn’t listen to them. “We

promise to sing to you in the afternoons to

(6) your work so,” the creatures told him. LIGHT

But the farmer continued his task with great

(7) . Suddenly he saw a beehive (yneit1) in CONCENTRAT|
the hollow (aynno) of the tree. It was full of honey.

He tasted the honey. Ummmm, (8) . Sud- HEAVEN
denly the farmer realized that the tree was not so

useless after all. Its hollow was the ideal place for

a beehive to rest. And if he took away the honey

now, the bees would make more.

Theywould certainly not leave such an (9) ATTRACT
residence. What a blessing that the farmer had

found something of use to him in the tree!

a) Read the text and fill in the gaps transforming the capi-
talised words. :

The Boy Who (1) “Wolf!” CRY
Once upon a time there (2) a little boy. LIVE
(3) name (4) Bill. Bill (5) in HE/BE/NOT LIVE

town. He lived in the country, and looked after
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(6) . He was not a very good boy. He often SHEEP

(7) asleep watching the sheep, and he FALL
also told (8) . The people who lived there LIE
often (9) , “That boy (10) to a bad SAY/COME

end”. One day Bill wanted to play a practical joke

on the people.

He (11) down the hill and cried, “Wolf! RUN
Wolf! Help! Come quickly!” All the people ran

very fast to (12) as they wanted to save HE

him. But when the people ran up to the boy they

(13) no wolf. “It heard you and ran away,” SEE

the boy said. The people (14) away. Bill GO
began to laugh. “How funny, how silly people

(15) 1” Three weeks (16) he wanted BE/LATE
to play the same trick again. “Wolf! Wolf!” he

cried. “Help! Come

quickly! Wolf!” Many people ran to the hill as fast

asthey (17) , but again there (18) no CAN/BE
wolf. This time the boy laughed at them. “Ha-ha.

There was no wolf,” he said. “What a good joke!”

The people (19) very angry. “Lies are not BECOME
jokes,” they said, and went back home. Two days

later the weather was sunny and warm. The boy

(20) in the afternoon sun. Suddenly he SLEEP
(21) . He saw a big dark animal. The ani- WAKE UP
mal ran to the sheep and grabbed one. “Wolf!”

cried the boy. “Wolf! Help! Come quickly!” But

nobody (22) to save the boy this time. The COME
wolf heard and said: “I like sheep, but a little boy

will taste better. | (23) a real dinner HAVE
tonight!” When the boy (24) home that NOT RETURN
night the people went to look for him. But they

never (25) him and nobody saw him again. FIND
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b) Which is the best moral of the story?

1. It’s not good to sleep at work.

2. If you play tricks on people, they won’t help you later.
3. If you tell too many lies, people won’t believe you.

Read the text and fill in the gaps transforming capitalizeq
words.

Astrid Lindgren
Astrid Lindgren is a (1) born author. She SWEDEN
was born as Astrid Anna Emilia Ericsson in 1907
in (2) Sweden where she grew up on a SOUTH
farm. She spent her early (3) with cows CHILD
and discovering hidden forest paths. Astrid was
the second of four children. During their child-
hood years, they were fond of storytelling; their
parents taught them how to use their (4) IMAGINE
and (5) in the world of Literature. Her CREATE
childhood years were full of love and (6) LAUGH
which also came from her parents. Her books
on children are (7) known and loved. INTERNATIONAL
Pippi Longstocking, one of the (8) books, FAVOUR
has been translated into 60 languages. This
character was created after the birth of her
daughter, Karin. Her debut in (9) was WRITE
made at a time when women were (10) MOST
involved with domestic work. Pippi jumped right
into the world of boys and (11) without GROW UP
any (12) . She was brave and (13) PERMIT/DARE
and gave her opinion on anything to anyone.
Pippi would never just sit and wait for her prince
(14) to come riding on his white horse. CHARM
She had her own horse. Lindgren’s humor and
love for (15) was (16) . She repre- HUMAN/LEGEND
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sented the Swedish spirit for the rest of the
world. Her books are full of loving relationships,

liberation and (17) for nature. She diedin FOND
2002 at the age of 94, after a very (18) PRODUCT
and (19) life. ARTIST
WRITING
9. Write an e-mail to your English pen friend about your
favourite author, his best books and your favourite char-
acter. Write 40 — 50 words.
10.

You’ve got a letter from your friend about the plot of the
book he/she read last month. Write him/her a letter about
the plot of the book you are reading now. Write 50 — 60

words. Answer his/her questions:
What’s the name of the main character? What happened at the

beginning? What did the main character do then? What episode
did vyou like best?
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The Princess and the Pea
after Hans Christian Andersen

Once upon a time there was a Prince who wanted to marry g
princess, but a real princess. He travelled all over the world tg
find one, but nowhere could he get what he wanted. There werg
a lot of princesses, but it was difficult to find out whether they
were real ones. There was always something about them that
was not as it should be. So he came back home and was sad.
One evening a terrible storm came on; there was thunder and:
lightning, and the rain poured down. Suddenly somebody
knocked on the city gate, and the old King went to open it. If
was a Princess standing in front of the gate. But, good gra-
cious! She looked horrible because of the rain and the wind.
The water ran down from her hair and clothes. And yet she said
that she was a real princess. “Well, we’ll soon find that out”,
thought the old Queen. But she said nothing, went into the
bedroom, took all the bedding off the bedstead, and laid a pea
on the bottom. Then she took twenty mattresses and laid them
on the pea, and then twenty blankets on top of the mattresses.'
On this the princess had to lie all night. In the morning they
asked her “How did you sleep?” “Oh, very badly!” she said. ‘|
have scarcely closed my eyes all night. Heaven only knows
what was in the bed, but | was lying on something hard, so that
| am black and blue all over my body. It’s horrible!” Now they
knew that she was a real princess because she could feel the
pea right through the twenty mattresses and the twenty blan-
kets. Nobody but a real princess could be as sensitive as that.
So the Prince took her for his wife, for now he knew that he had
areal princess; and they put the pea in the museum, where you
may still see it, if no one has stolen it. There, that is a true story.
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The Prince wanted to marry a \

a) rich princess  b) true princess c¢) foreign princess
The Prince travelled a lot to find his future wife, but

a) there were no princesses in the countries he visited
b) he didn’t know how to check if the princess was real
c) he liked all the princesses he met

The Prince was sad because

a) he was tired of travelling

b) he came back home

c) he felt lonely

The Princess standing by the city gate was ;

a) all wet b) good and gracious ¢) sad

The old Queen decided to t

a) make a soft bed for the princess

b) check if she was a true princess

c) help the Prince and Princess to make friends

The Queen put a pea the mattresses.
a) between b) on top of c) under
The Princess at night.

a) couldn’t sleep

b) closed her eyes and slept well

c) counted the mattresses

The Princess E

a) found the pea under the mattresses

b) was uncomfortable to sleep on the bed with the pea
under the mattresses

c) thanked the Queen for the soft bed

The Prince and his family knew that she was a real
princess because

a) she was black and blue all over her body

b) she was horrible

c) she was unhappy after a sleep on 20 mattresses with a
pea under them
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10. The Prince’s family thought that real princesses
a) were very delicate and tender
b) needed twenty mattresses on their bed
c) had to lie on something hard

Read the text and mark the statements True (T), False (F),
Not Stated (NS).

Mark Twain (Samuel Langhorne Clemens)

Samuel Langhorne Clemens was born on November 30, 1835,
Missouri, the USA. As a boy he was often sick, but grew to be ‘
healthy. He was both adventurous and naughty. He spent much |
of his time playing along the Mississippi River and in the woods
nearby.

He used to spend summers on his uncle’s farm where he hada |
lot of friends. On the farm, he also saw several disturbing inci-
dents, including slave (pa6) beatings and murder, which he later
used as material for his novels. |
Samuel’s father died in 1847, and he left school and became a |
printer’s assistant to help to support his family. He left his home |
in 1853 to continue his printing work in New York, Philadelphia, .
and other places in the USA. From 1857 until the Civil War started
in 1861, he sailed a riverboat on the Mississippi River. After the 1
war, he worked as a reporter under the pseudonym of “Mark
Twain,” which was a boating phrase that indicated two fathoms
(nBe caxeHwn) of water. In 1864, he went to San Francisco and
wrote for magazines and newspapers.

In 1866, he started travelling, visiting Hawaii, Europe, and the
Middle East, studying people, gathering material for his writing.
In 1870, Samuel married Olivia Langdon. They had a son and
three daughters. The family lived in Connecticut from 1871 until
1891. In 1872, he published his first book. In 1876, he published
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, and in 1885, he published The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. These books made his name
world famous with children and teenagers.
He received honorary degrees from Yale in 1901 and from the
University of Missouriin 1902, and he received another honorary
degree from Oxford in 1907. On April 21, 1910, Samuel Clemens
died of angina.
1. Mark Twain was the original name

of the author of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.
2. He was oftenill in his childhood but
he had no health problems in his adult life.
His house was on the bank of the Mississippi River.
His uncle was very cruel to his slaves.
The impressions of his early days
became the basis for many of the writer’s books.
Samuel graduated from the local university.
He was a professional printer and then reporter.
He got his pen name as a writer '
after the person he admired.
9. Mark Twain travelled to thirty countries.
10. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

and Huckleberry Finn are among famous works

of the world literature for children.

@rw

®No

. Match the titles to the summaries of the famous children’s

books. One title is extra.

A. DANGEROUS PATHS TO PERSONAL GROWTH
B. THERE’S SOME TRUTH IN EACH TALE

C. ONE SEES CLEARLY ONLYWITH THE HEART
D. MAGIC HEALINGS IN THE IDYLIC NATURE
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1. The orphan girl Heidi first lives with her aunt Dete. Then shq
brings the girl to her grandfather, a strange old man living in 4
cottage in the Alps far from the next village. He is good-hearteq
but mistrusts anybody and wants to keep the child from all evilg
of the world. So he refuses to send Heidi to school; instead she
goes to the pastures, together with Peter, a shepherd boy (na-
ctyx) looking after the goats. Suddenly aunt Dete comes in
again and takes Heidi to Frankfurt (Germany) where she will stay
with Clara, the paralyzed daughter of a rich family, and learn
something. Thanks to Clara’s grandmother, Heidi learns to read
but she feels lonely in the huge gray city. She feels homesick
and becomesiill, she starts to walk in her sleep. Finally the sym-
pathetic doctor of the family finds the right diagnosis and sends
her back to the Alps.

Next summer, Clara visits Heidi there. They go to the pastures
and the girl shows Clara all the beauty of her world. Clara wants
to see the flowers and her desire is so strong that she begins to
walk. The both girls recover at body, spirit and soul in that
healthy Alpine world. (after Johanna Spyri “Heidi. The Girl from
the Alps”)

2. Long ago the dwarfes’ treasure was stolen from them by the
evil dragon Smaug. One day, the young Hobbit Bilbo Baggins is
unexpectedly visited by the wizard Gandalf and twelve dwarves.
They decide to defeat Smaug and take back their treasure. Bilbo
joins the company in an unexpected journey through dangerous
lands of the Middle-Earth where they have a lot of dangerous
adventures. In the Misty Mountains the travellers are caught by
goblins. They escape but Bilbo is knocked out. When he recov-
ers he is alone. In the dark cave he meets Gollum, who wants to
play the riddle game and then hunts Bilbo. Bilbo finds Gollum’s
magic ring in a cave tunnel. The ring makes Bilbo invisible and
he escapes. It helps him to save his friends from the goblins...
On their long way the company has to fight against trolls, orcs
and other magic creatures. Finally they win in the Battle of Five
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Armies, where many of the characters and creatures unite to
beat the evil forces. Bilbo accepts only a small portion of his
share of the treasure, having no wish or need for more, but still
returns home as a very wealthy and wise and competent hobbit.
(after J. R. R. Tolkien “The Hobbit”)

3. The narrator, an airplane pilot, tells how he crashed in the Sa-
hara desert and met the Little Prince there, a mystical creature
from another planet. The two become friends. The pilot learns
that the Little Prince took great care of his planet, preventing any
bad seeds from growing. One day, a mysterious rose grew out
on the planet and the Little Prince fell in love with it. But when he
caught the rose in a lie one day, he decided that he could not
trust her anymore. He grew lonely and decided to leave. He vis-
ited then five planets, and on each he learned something new
about life. He didn’t understand or like the strange, narrow-
minded world of grown-ups. He met a king, a vain man, a drunk-
ard, a businessman, a lamplighter, and a geographer. All of them
lived alone and were all concentrated only on their chosen oc-
cupations. He began to miss the rose he had left behind. The lit-
tle prince visits the Earth, where he meets a snake which can
bite him and return him to his planet. The Little Prince befriends
afox, who teaches him that the important things in life are visible
only to the heart, and that love makes a person responsible for
the beings that one loves. When the Little Prince departs, the
narrator misses his company. He writes the novel in memory of
the Little Prince. (after Saint-Exupéry. “The Little Prince”)

Read the text and mark the statements True (T), False (F),
Not Stated (NS).

King Midas
From the Ancient Greece Mythology
King Midas was a very kind man who ruled his kingdom fairly.
But he didn’t always think very deeply about what he said. One
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