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For starters…
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The BDA Definition

Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty 
that mainly affects the development of literacy
and language related skills. 
It is likely to be present at birth 
and to be life-long in its effects. 

It is characterized by difficulties with phonological processing, 
working memory, ???????????, and the automatic development 
of skills that may not match up to an individual’s other cognitive 
abilities. 

[http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/dyslexic/definitions] 

1) Exploring Dyslexia
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Key-issues: Phonological Processing

• Learning to read requires phonological analysis → associate 
letters to sounds, identify syllables, identify rhymes etc.

• Poor phonological processing skills lead to:
– Slow/imprecise decoding
– Difficulties in learning sounds in a foreign/second 

language.

1) Exploring Dyslexia
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Key-issues: Working Memory

• It enables us to hold visual/verbal information temporarily.

• Poor working memory leads to poor:
– reading skills.
– comprehension.
– attention.

1) Exploring Dyslexia
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Processing Speed 

What do these tasks have in common?

1. Read out loud
2. Copy from the board
3. Take notes
4. Rapid naming
5. Count and clap hands
6. Sing and beat time

1) Exploring Dyslexia

SPEED

MULTI-TASK

AUTOMATICITY

Key-issue: ?
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2) Dyslexia and EFL
Why is English so difficult?
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2) Dyslexia and EFL
Why is English difficult?

1. Orthography
 Silent letters (walk, knight, leopard)
 Same sound different letters (by, buy, bye!)
 Same letters different sounds (club, tube, bury)

2. Phonology
 New sounds, e.g. [θ] three; [h] hi
 Stressed-time language
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2) Dyslexia and EFL
Why is English difficult?

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

OPPORTUNITY FOR PRACTICE

TOP-DOWN APPROACH
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2) Dyslexia and EFL
Why is English difficult?

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
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3) Barriers and solutions
Classroom Climate

The thing that hurts me the most is that when we do 
exercises in class the teacher wants them done in a flash, 
but I just can’t keep up. Sometimes he gets angry with me 
and just leaves me behind without helping me. He tells me to 
ask my classmates, but they eventually lose patience too if I 
ask too much. 

(Marco, 14 years old)
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3) Barriers and solutions
Classroom Climate

1) Supportive feedback

2) Promote language learning diversity
 Learning styles awareness
 Differentiation
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3) Barriers and solutions
Teaching strategies: structure

Supporting Learners with 
Dyslexia in the ELT Classroom

(Daloiso, 2017, OUP)
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3) Barriers and solutions
Teaching strategies: multisensory learning

+ Multisensory
PICTURES

VIDEOS
MAPS

OBJECTS

COLOURS

MOVEMENTS

HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES
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3) Barriers and solutions
Teaching strategies: multisensory learning

Multisensory phonological work

Recognize the sounds
Listen & jump / clap hands
Read my lips
Listen and mime

Reproduce the sounds
Say & see
Say & feel
Sing along

Associate sounds
and letters

Touch & say
Trace & say
Join the dots
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3) Barriers and solutions
Teaching material
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3) Barriers and solutions
Teaching material

Spot the differences!
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3) Barriers and solutions
Teaching material

ACCESSIBLE 
EXERCISE

GOAL

PROCEDURE INSTRUCTIONS

SUPPORT
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3) Barriers and solutions
Teaching material

• Teaching goal → 
sub-goals

• Procedure → 
gradual reading

• Instructions → in the 
native language

• Support → recorded
version.
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There’s nothing more unequal than the 
equal treatment of unequal people
(Thomas Jefferson)
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Thank you for listening!
Michele Daloiso
daloiso@unive.it

Daloiso M. (2017) Supporting Learners with Dyslexia
in the ELT Classroom, OUP (forthcoming).

DEAL Research Group: www.gruppodeal.it (English 
and Spanish versions available by March, 2017)

https://elt.oup.com/feature/it/inclusiveenglish 



Thank you for taking part

We look forward to welcoming you to 
more OUP webinars in the future

www.oup.com/elt/events

Professional Development



We value your feedback

Presentation name Presenter Name and Date25



To leave the session…
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At the end of the session, the room is 
closed automatically, simply close your 

browser.



Sample pages from English Plus Pre-Intermediate • Unit 2 pp. 16-17



Sample of reading text adapted for dyslexic students Download adapted reading texts from the Espansioni website for your coursebook - www.oup.com/elt
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